THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

THE Arab Revolt began in June 1916, with an
Arab offensive, a surprise attack by the half-armed
and inexperienced tribesmen upon the Turkish
garrisons in Medina and about Mecca. They
had no success, and after a few days' effort they
withdrew out of range of the fort artillery, and
began a blockade. This method forced the early
surrender of Mecca, whose road communications
were too long and rough to be held by the Turks.
Medina, however, was linked by railway to the
Turkish main Army in Syria, and, thanks to their
superior numbers and equipment, the Turks were
able in a week's fighting to restore the line and
reinforce the temporarily besieged garrison there.
The Arab forces which had attacked it fell back
gradually as the Turks became more offensive,
and at last moved fifty miles south-west into the
hills, and there took up a position across the main
road to Mecca.

At this point the campaign stood still for many
weeks, while both sides breathed, and the Turks
prepared to take the initiative, by sending an

I03